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Editor’s Note 
This issue of Reason Papers celebrates the 250th anniversary of 

the Declaration of Independence.  

We have seven essays that examine the Declaration from its 
philosophical roots and historical context to its influence on 
contemporary political thought. 

Robert Begley analyzes the rhetoric of the Declaration and how 
that was used to convey its key philosophical ideals and ground those in 
the principled commitments of the signers of the Declaration.  

Rooting her discussion in Edmund Burke, Lauren Hall argues 
that the Declaration should be understood as a more grounded and 
moderate document and not the radical break with the past and tradition 
it is sometimes read as.  

Daniel B. Klein examines how David Hume would understand 
the preamble of the Declaration. He argues that while Hume supported 
independence, Hume’s thought suggests a dimmer view of the 
philosophy underlying the ideas at the heart of the Declaration.  

Most people today assume the American Revolution was anti-
monarchial from the start, but Robert M. S. McDonald’s essay 
demonstrates that King George III was actually quite popular in the 
colonies. The colonists’ animosity was at first directed entirely at the 
Parliament, while the king was seen as their potential savior. McDonald 
shows how the colonial view of the king shifted from savior to 
despot as the conflict with Great Britain worsened. 

Douglas B. Rasmussen and Douglas J. Den Uyl’s essay argues 
that the foundational role given to the pursuit of happiness in 
the Declaration is key to understanding both the Declaration and its 
socio-political foundation of natural rights. 

Against so-called postliberal conservatives, Tristan J. Rogers 
defends the Declaration and its principles. Rogers argues that 
philosophical conservatism is the best way to understand, preserve, and 
renew the principles of the Declaration. 
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Lastly, Aeon J. Skoble argues that understanding the natural 
rights basis of the Declaration reminds us of why we have government 
and what its limits ought to be. 

We have two book reviews, both on point with the focus of this 
special issue. First, Daniel A. Farber reviews Timothy Sandefur’s 
Proclaiming Liberty: John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and the 
Declaration of Independence. Francisco Villalobos then reviews Robert 
Begley’s Voices of Reason: Lessons for Liberty’s Leaders. 
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Let us know what you think of Reason Papers:  

reasonpapers@gmail.com  

http://www.reasonpapers.com/

